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a few of the most notable can here be mentioned. Perhaps his
most important interview was with Major Bland Ballard, of Ken-
tucky, a noted Indian fighter under General George Rogers Clark
in the latter’s campaigns against the Ohio Indians. Other dis-
tingnished worthies who heaped their treasures at Draper’s feet,
were Major George M. Bedinger, of Kentucky, a noted pioneer
and Indian fighter; General Benjamin Whiteman, of Ohio, and
Captain James Ward, of Kentucky,two of Kenton’s trusted lieu-
tenants; and General William Hall, an officer under Jackson in
the Creek War, and afterward governor of Tennessee. Draper
also interviewed fifteen of General Clark’s old Indian cam-
paigners, and many of the associates and descendants of Boone,
Kenton, Sumter, Sevier, Robertson, Pickens, Crawford, Shelby,
Brady, Cleveland, and the Wetzels. He also visited and took
notes among the aged smrvivors of several Indian tribes—the
Senecas, Oneidas, Tuscaroras, Mohawks, Chickasaws, Catawbas,
Wyandots, Shawnees, Delawares, and Potawatomis. Not the least
interesting of these were the venerable Tawanears, or Governor
Blacksnake, one of the Seneca war captains at Wyoming—who
gerved as such with the famous Mohawk chief, Joseph Brant—
and the scholarly Governor William Walker, of the Wyandots.
The descendants of Brant among the Canadian Mohawks, whom
Draper interviewed at much length, gave him an Indian name
signifying “The Inquirer.” Draper once visited Andrew Jack-
son at the home of the latter, and had a long conversation with
the hero of New Orleans. At another time he was the guest of
Colonel Richard M. Johnson, who is thought to have killed Te-
cumseh. Ile once saw Ilenry Clay, when in Kentucky on one
of his hunts for manuseripts; and General Harrison, in Ohio, but
had no opportunity to speak to either of them.

The period of Draper’s greatest activity in the direction of per-
gonal interviews was between 1840 and 1879, but upon occasion
he frequently resorted to that method of obtaining materials for
history in his later years; while the period of his active corre-
spondence in that direction was ended only by his death. The
result of this half century of rave toil and drudgery was a rich



